Sources of health insurance and characteristics of the uninsured: analysis of the March 2012 Current Population Survey.
HEALTH COVERAGE RATE INCREASED, UNINSURED DOWN: The percentage of the nonelderly population (under age 65) with health insurance coverage increased to 82 percent in 2011, notable since increases in health insurance coverage have been recorded in only five years since 1994. EMPLOYMENT-BASED COVERAGE REMAINS DOMINANT SOURCE OF HEALTH COVERAGE, BUT CONTINUES TO ERODE: Employment-based health benefits remain the most common form of health coverage in the United States, though it represents a declining share. In 2011, 58.4 percent of the nonelderly population had employment-based health benefits, down from the peak of 69.3 percent in 2000, during the 1994-2011 period. PUBLIC PROGRAM COVERAGE IS EXPANDING: Public program health coverage expanded as a percentage of the population in 2011, accounting for 22.5 percent of the nonelderly population. Enrollment in Medicaid and the State Children's Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) also increased to a combined 46.9 million in 2011, covering 17.6 percent of the nonelderly population, significantly above the 10.2 percent level of 1999. INDIVIDUAL COVERAGE STABLE: The percentage represented by individually purchased health coverage was unchanged in 2011 and has basically hovered in the 6-7 percent range since 1994. WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2012: The unemployment rate in 2012 has been about 8 percent since the beginning of the year, and remains high amidst a still-sluggish economy. As a result, the nation is likely to see a corresponding erosion of employment-based health benefits when the data for 2012 are released next year. Until the economy gains enough strength to have a substantial impact on the labor market, a rebound in employment-based coverage is unlikely.